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DMRC wants IITs to start
course on Metro techniques

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

' NEw DELH, DECEMBER 11..
"The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC)
has now written to the
human resources
development (HRD)
ministry seeking to
start new engineering
courses at all the
premier Indian Institute
of Technology (IITs) in
the country.

These courses have
been proposed, keeping
in mind the demand of
talented engineers for,
the upcoming Metro
projects all over the
country.

DMRC chief E Sreedha-
ran has said that there
is a definite need for
engineers specially quali-

*fied in this modern
technology.

The IIT-Delhi already
runs a diploma course on
Metro technology with
full funding from the
Delhi Metro. ‘

The course was started
three years ago and
has 25 engineers in one
batch who are imparted
lessons by officials and
engineers from the Delhi
~ Metro before they join the
. organisation.

The IIT-Delhi already runs a

o e diploma course on Metro v

" technology with full funding” ™'
from the Delhi Metro

"We started our own
course with IIT-Delhi
and we are funding the
course entirely. Then )
they are given hands-on
training in the Metro
technology and are
assured with a job,"
said Sreedharan.

"The post-graduate
courses in various

_ disciplines relating

to the Metro technology
should be started in

all IITs and a minimum
of 50 engineers should
pass out every year,
keeping in mind the
rising demands in the
future,” he said.

"We have suggested
(to the HRD ministry)
that IITs should start
courses in the Metro
technology. It is not
mere civil engineering,
but we need professionals
in signaling, electrical
and air-conditioning
engineering,” he said
while speaking to
mediapersons.

" He said when the

Metro construction
initially began in the
late 1990s, the technology
was new to Indian
engineers and there
were not many experts in
the field. But over the '
time, with successful
projects like the Delhi
Metro, some of the
best engineering minds
in the field of under-
ground Metro building
now belong to India.
"Now we have the
resources. In the early
days we were
depending upon different
consultants. We
can use that experience
to train many more
young talented engineers,
We have gained lot of
experience now.
Some of our engineers
are among the best in
the world. Foreign
expertise is still required
at times, but such a
course will bring forth
many more talented engi-
neers in Metro technolo;

gy," he added.
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‘ITs should start Metro tech courses’

New Delhi: With Metrorail services
coming up across the country, Delhi
Metro has shown the need for engi-
neers specially qualified in this tech-
nology and has even written to Hu-
man Resources Development (HRD)
Ministry to launch such courses in
the ITTs.

E Sreedharan, managing director
of Delhi Metro, said the post-gradu-
ate courses in various disciplines re-

Business Line ND 12/12/2011

lating to Metro technology should be
started in II'Ts and that at least 50 en-
gineers should pass out every year to
meet the demands in the near future.

“We have suggested (to the HRD
Ministry) that IOTs should start
courses in Metro technology: It is not
mere civil engineering, but we need
(professionals) in signaling, electri-
cal and air-conditioning engineer-
ing,” hesaid. en
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e-India 2011 to be held from
‘Dec 14 in Gandhmagar

Our Bureau
Ahmedabad, Dec. 11
The seventh edition of e-

b The event is being co-organised by the Department of In-
formation Technology, the Ministry of Communications and

from $50 billion now to $400
billion by 2018-19.

India, the country’s largest
conference on information
and communication technol-
ogies (ICT), will be held in
Gandhinagar from December
14 to16.

To be organiséd jointly by
the Union Government’s De-
partment of Science and Tech-
nology (DST) and the Gujarat
Government, in collaboration
with Elets Technomedia Pwt
Ltd, besides others, it will be
inaugurated by the Chief Min-
ister, Mr Narendra Modi, said
Mr Ravi Saxena, Additional
Chief Secretary, State Depart-
ment of Science and Technol-
ogy, and General Program
Chair, at a recent press confer-

IT, the All-India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)
and the Centre for Science, Development and Media Studzes

(CSDMS).

ence here. The event is being
co-organised by the Depart-
ment of Information Technol-
ogy, the Ministry of
Communications and IT, the
All-India Council for Techni-
cal Education (AICTE) and the
Centre for Science, Develop-
ment and Media Studies
{CSDMS).

This is the first time that this
is being organised outside New
Delhi or Hyderabad, where the
e-India was organised four

times and twice, respectively,
during the last six years.

Mr Saxena also said the Guj-
arat Government’s new IT pol-
icy will be anncunced next
year, in tandem with the Cen-
tre’s IT policy.

PARTICIPANTS
About 4,000 participants, in-

cluding bureaucrats, corporate.

leaders and experts, are ex-
pected to participate in the
eventinwhich three major the-

matic sessions on e-govern-
ance, education and health will
have about 50 sub-sessions
with 400 speakers. An exhibi-
tion showcasing products and
services and e-India awards
will be the other attractions.
Aboutone million votes have
already been polled recom-
mending the awards in various

‘categories,

Mr Saxena said Nasscom
had estimated that India’s ICT
market is expected to grow

With IT hubs such as Ban-
galore, Mumbai and others re-
aching a saturation point and
stretched with infrastructure,
Gujarat offered a better eco-
system for evolution of the

next Indian miracle in this
space

Mr Sunil Kakkar, Chairman
and Managing Director, SIS In-
fosystems, which is platinum
sponsor of the conference, said
the event is being seen as the .
“mother of all IT events in In-
dia”. The small and mediumin-
dustries  (SMEs), which -
contribute to about half of all
financial transactions in the
country can derive immense

benefits from it.
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A LEGACY LITTLE KNOWN: A view of the Vice-Regal Lodge Estate that currently houses the office of the Delhi University Vice-Chancellor. (At right) The university’s Academic Council
meeting hall which was the legislative assembly hall during the British rule. PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Delhi University’s grand inheritance from British India

A poster depicting the
excessive lifestyle of the
British Raj, PHOTO:
SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Vijetha S.N

NEW DELHL: It was in 1857 that
armed British forces marched
to Delhi to recapture the city
from rebellious sepoys. The
storming of the Kashmere
Gate fortifications and the
palace is well-known, but
there was another area, north
of the city, that the British
troops stormed to rescue
their fellow scldiers and their
families who had taken refuge
inside a building - the Vice-
Regal Lodge Estate - that
now houses the office of Delhi
University’s Vice-Chancellor.

“Some of the British who
were putting up a fight
against the Indian troops
from this lodge were about to
be massacred when they were
saved by the timely interven-
tion of the British army from
Punjab. After a pitched battle,

the British got the upper hand
but the roads leading out of
this office till Kingsway Camp
were strewn with bodies,”
says Delhi University Vice-
Chancellor Dinesh Singh,
seated at his office which was
once the private quarters of
the then resident Viceroy.
Soon after, the seat of pow-
er was transferred from Cal-
cutta to Delhi in British India
and the estate became the
residence of the Viceroy until
1933 when it was passed over
to Delhi University,
However, the lodge’s tryst
with freedom struggle did not
end there, “Bhagat Singh and
two of his comrades were
housed in the dungeons
here,” he adds. The dungeon
has been freshly painted and
cleaned but still has that eerie
atmosphere of a prison.

There is a gaping hole in the |

ceiling which was formerly
used to throw food down to

the prisoners, and toilets with’

enough fortifications that
ruled out any possibility of es-
cape. ’

Restored to glory

The lodge, like many build-
ings from the colenial era,
had fallen into disrepair, but
has now been painstakingly
restored to its former glory
albeit with a few missing
chandeliers which have been
replaced by modern contrap-
tions. The majestic ball-room
which once saw several par-
ties during Lord Irwin’s reign
now serves as the convoca-
tion hall. The Legislative As-
sembly used to meet in the
room which now sees meet-
ings from the university’s
Academic Council. There are
massive chandeliers that

hang from the high ceilings of
this huge room, with public
viewing galleries running the
entire breadth of the hall.

The meeting room of the
university’s Executive Coun-
cil, which once served as the
meeting place of British Tn-
dia’s Executive Council, is
surprisingly not as grand and
almost austere. “There were
very few members of Cabinet
rank in those days,” is Prof,
Dinesh Singh’s explanation.
" The Vice-Chancellor adds
that he has started giving per-
senal tours to city residents
on Sundays to acquaint them
with the Lodge’s history. In-
teresting titbits of informa-
tion not recorded elsewhere
accompany the personalised
tour.

“In the Registrar’s office
called room No. 13, Lord
Mountbatten proposed to his

wife Edwina who was the
niece of the then Viceroy
Lord Reading. She then told
her aunt who remarked,
‘That’s all very well, but we
would have preferred you to
get engaged to someone with
a more promising career”
Mountbatten was just a naval
officer then,” he says.

“Mahatma Gandhi was a
regular visitor here and so
was Jawaharlal Nehru,” he
adds, showing photographs
carefully preserved in the
Lodge’s archives. There are
photographs of almost every-
one recorded in Indian histo-
ry from the 20% Century
onwards.

Convocation photographs
dating from the 1930s on-
wards, portraits of scholars
and writers like Rabindra-
nath Tagore and university
reports from decades make

The building housing the V-C’s office has been the venue of historic events; is set to open to the public soon »

up the rest of the archives.

The Lodge also houses a
museum with paintings and
posters that portray the ex-
cessive lifestyle of the British
Raj. !

The gardens surrounding
the estate run into several
acres and on most days stu-
dents can be seen loitering
around or sitting on the
lawns, There are guards post-
ed in front of the Lodge at all
times.

The Lodge, centred in the
North Campus of Delhi Uni-
versity, is inaccessible to the
public on most days, but all
that is set to change. “We will
be taking in students who will
work as interns for the uni-
versity administration and
will conduct tours for Delhi
citizens on weekends,” says
Prof. Dinesh Singh.
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Darlington
Jose Hector

EETING Kris Gopalakrish-
nan is always fun. Soft spoken,
gentle and unassuming, right?
‘Wrong. There are some visible
changes now, and it does not
take too long to figure the transformation. This
timehe ismuchlessreservedand willing tocom-
ment on issues even outside software—as-
sertiveand willing tocallaspade, a spade, Some
interesting remarksrolled out on the FDI-in-re-
taillogjam and Kapil Sibal’s censorshipmoves.

“There is nothing to fear,” he says, referring
to the Centre’s indecision and delaying tactics
on FDIinretail. “Indian corporates across sec-
tors—telecom, ITand evenautomobiles—know
that they can compete and win against MNCs.
Indian businessmen are very competitive and
will devise ways to take them on. There is no
need tobe worried about foreign competition.”

Kris would obviously know. He and his team-
mates take on IBM and Oracle’s star studded
salesoperations day inand day out. But UP polls
and election pblitics are something that Kris,
obviously, does not worry about. UPA has no
suchluxuriesand FDIinretail is in abeyance.

Healsohadsomethingtosayabout Sibal. “We
have to be careful about going the censorship
route. Ido understand that one has to be watch-
ful about any comments that would religious
sentiments etc. Butone cannot stop people from
expressing their thoughts.”

Usually Krisdoes notspend toomuchonmat-
ters outside software, but after havingassumed
the role of co-chairman at Infosys, he has
stepped up a gear. “Tell me an industry which
provides jobs globally? It is the Indian IT' sector.
We are providing jobs everywhere, We want to
hireoverseastalentlocally That'ssomething we

KapilSibal, Minister for Communications & IT

alwaysemphasise.” .

Krissaysthe year2011 was nota roller-coast-
er ride. “The Industry has been growing at
16-18% and as Nasscom president Som Mittal
rightly said that’s good going. There is no prob-
lem on the growth rate front.” He says the gov-
ernment could do something to simplify the
existing tax structure. “The budget next year
could help on that count. The current system is
tough forstart-upsand emerging players.”

Here's looking forward to the next meeting
withhim.

Kapil under a social cloud
KAPIL SIBAL does not like social media,
much unlike Shashi Tharoor who loved it too
much and paid the price. Toomuch of provoca-
tive content out there, Kapil feels. Shashi on
the other hand used to love it for the very same
reason.

Online sensorship is a funny track to take.

Mark Zuckerberg, CEQ, Facebook

Such amove will only domore harm than good.
The medium’s lifeline is fearless self-expres-
sion. Without that freedom social media
amounts to nothing. Stockbroker Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala tweeted, “Don’tthink Sibaleven
understands the internet. This happens when
you make a lawyer an IT minister. Like hiring
Mayawatiforanitemsong.”

Saving private Mark
FACEBOOK CEO Mark Zuckerberg's private
photos leaked on his own social media platform
butithasnotbroughttheroof down. Noexciting
studf there. Allone could see was Mark cooking
(making some sushi) and spending time with
his puppy. )

The company has blamed a software error in
a feature that lets users report inappropriate
content. The error was fixed before too long. It
has not been announced how many users were

impacted due totheerror
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CAMPUS CHEER:
[ITIANS OFFERED
BETTER SALARY

K.A. DODHIYA
MUMBAL, DEC. 11

The improving economic
situation in the country
has brought a smile to the
face of IiTians during the
ongoing campus placement
process, as the salary pack-
ages offered to them are
much better than what
their peers got in previous
campus placement drives.

According to placement
cell officials, while there is
an apparent increase in
average salary packages,
students getting placed this
year will also benefit from
additional incentives and
sops that the recruiters
plan to disclose to the stu-
dents once they join,

“The placement scenario
this year has seen a posi-
tive trend over last year, as
we have managed to get
more than 50 per cent of the
students placed in the first
phase of the process itself.
The remaining students
will also get placed by the
end of the process,” said
Snefanshw MALLK,” place-
ment manager- “at - II7T-
Bombay.

Mr Mallik said that while
in 2010 the average salary
package was %7.5 lakh, the
trend this year indicates
that the average could be
around T8 lakh to ¥9 lakh.
Apart from the packages,
many recruiters have dis-
closed that they would be
giving 'additional benefits
to the students once they
join. As per 2010 placement
report, the institute had
managed to place B1 per
cent of the students at the
end of both phases of place-
ment, However, this year
the trend indicates that
nearly 87 to 90 per cent of
the students will be placed.

“Some students are dis-
satisfied because the place-
ments are not to their lik-
ing. In most cases, peer
pressure where in compar-
isons are drawn among the
packages causes students
to be disgruntled,” said Mr
Mallik.
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DRDOD making
robot soldier:
Going futuristic
withunmanned
fighting syste-
ms, the Defence
Researchand De-
velopment Orga-
nisationonSun-
day saiditis
dewveloping ro-
botstofunction
assoldiers. “We
arein the process
ofdeveloping ro-
botsthatcan
work like sol-
diers. They are
wurkingon Lhe
data and artifi-
cialintelligence
that is needed in
the process," Vi-
jay Kumar 5a-
raswat, DGof
DRDCandscien-
tificadviserto
defence minister,
said. Earlier, 5a-
raswatinaugu-
rated anewtech-
nology centre for
CVRDE, the lab
whichis making
main battle tank
Arjun.He also
stressedfaor the
needtoproduce
indigenous air-
craft, adding that
organizations
like BEMLshould
stepup. emi
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Home away from home

The existence of the most Earthlike planet yet has just been confirmed

ONE of the more memorable slogans
to come out of the climate-change
talks in Durban over the past few days
is: “there is no planct B”. But what if
there were? Over the past couple of
decades astronomers have logged
thousands of so-called “exoplan-
ets”"— worlds which orbit stars other
than the sun. On December 5th the
scientists in charge of Kepler, a space
telescope designed to look for such
planets, confirmed their instrument’s
discovery of its first Earthlike world.
It is dubbed, rather unromantically,
Kepler22b.

The existence of this planet, which
circles a star 600 light-years away, in
the constellation of Lyra, had previ-
ously been suspected. Kepler, which
belongs to NASA, America’s space
agency, works by observing dips in a
star’s brightness as a planet passes in

frontofit. It flags likely looking reduc-
tions as “candidate planets”, of which
Kepler 22b was onc. But three passes
are needed to confirm a planet’s exis-
tence, and Kepler 22b has now passed
this test. Crucially, it orbits well within
its star’s “Goldilocks zone”: neither
too close nor too far away for liquid
water (and therefore, perhaps, life) to
existonits surface.

It joins two other Earthlike plan-
cts—Gliese 581d and HD 85512b—
discovered by another instrument

within the past few years. Intruth, the '

term “Earthlike” is a stretch. Kepler
22b has a radius 2.4 times that of
Earth, and if it is made from roughly
the same stuff its surface gravity will
also be about 2.4 times as strong. But
NASASs astronomers remain unsure
whether it is predominantly gaseous,
liquid or solid.

Nevertheless, Kepler 22b is the
most promising exoplanet yet found.
Unlike the others, which skirt the
edges of their stars’ Goldilocks zones,

Kepler 22b orbits comfortably within -

itsown. NASA's researchers reckon its
surface temperature is about 22°C,
compared with 15°C (at least for now)
on Earth. Its parent star is similar to
the sun, again unlike those of the
other two candidates, both of which
orbit cooler, dimmer stars. Indeed
Gliese 581d’s parent is a red dwarf—
the tinicst stellar specics. That means
its Goldilocks zone is so close to it that
the planet may be tidally locked, as
the moon is to the Earth. If that were
the case, one side of Gliese 581d
would be permanently lit (and

" heated) while the other experienced

unending darkness.
These three potentially habitable

Business Standard, ND 12/12/2011

exoplanets may soon be joined by
many more. In the two and a half
yearssince its launch, Kepler has spot-
ted 2,326 candidate planets. About
650 others have been discovered by
other instruments. That plethora al-
lows astronomers to start drawing
conclusions about how common vari-
ous sorts of planets are. Of Kepler’s

P-12

Planets ad obits b sale

haul, 9% seem to be of a similar size
to Earth (though not all are in the
Goldilocks zone of their star); a fur-
ther 29% are Super Earths—planets
substantially larger than Earth that
are nevertheless rocky. Forty-eight of
Kepler’s unconfirmed candidates
Jook as if they orbit within their stars’
habitable zones; of those, ten seem to
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be Earth-sized.

‘The ultimate goal, of course, is to
let astronomers make a plausible esti-
mate of the total number of planets
in the galaxy, of the number that
could conceivably support life, and of
the fraction of those that could (at
least in theory) sustain human
colonists. If only a few of Kepler’s
possible Earthlike planets turn out to
be real, that third number is likely to
be in the millions.

Such knowledge will mark an his-
toric transition, says Chris Lintott, an
astronomer at Oxford University who
is giving the Kepler team a hand with
the data analysis, since the uncertain-
ties around the question of whether
life exists elsewhere will cease to be
astronomical (how many suitable
planets are there?) and become
purely biological (how easy is it for
life to get going, and how easy is it for
it to become intelligent?). Based on
the preliminary data, it looks as if
there are numerous suitable planets.
The science of exobiology may soon
cease to be an oxymoron.
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